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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The applicant is suggested to use a title that briefly describes the invention as a 
plate system, spatially positionable, and with the outrigger plate capable of being 
reshaped. An example of a title is: Dual Plate System Positioned and Sized to Act as a 
Cage. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-25 and 27-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Hearn (US Patent Application Publication 2002/0143336). 

Hearn discloses a system made of (Page 2, [0029]) bioresorbable materials or 
titanium comprising a main plate (12, 212); a spatially offset plate-shaped outrigger (14, 
214) which can be flexed, bent (like all materials, even glass if heated), and cut; the 
outrigger has a plurality of holes (28, 228) to receive screws (42a, 242); the outrigger is 
a perforated (because of the "ring" holes 28, 228) as well as a grid-like (holes are lined 
up along a single axis) plate; [First Interpretation] the outrigger (14) has a ring-like 
fastening section (36); an elongate flexible (bendable) connection pin {Definition of pin: 



Application/Control Number: 10/814,926 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3733 

A short, straight, stiff piece of wire} (37,39 located on 16); the main plate (12) has at 
least one hole (34, 38) that extends parallel to the plane defined by the main plate for 
accepting the flexible connection element; the connection pin hooks the main plate with 
the looped end (Figure 4) while passing through connection elements (37, 39); the main 
plate and outrigger can be symmetrically positioned along the longitudinal axis of the 
main plate if they are merely rotated 180 degrees; the outrigger and main plate while 
connected by the connection pin are firmly held and can be handled as a single unit; the 
outrigger has a base shape sufficiently large to for the closures of the sternum; [Second 
Interpretation] the flexible connection element (232) is in one piece with the outrigger 
(214) and are thus unreleasably connected; the outrigger and main plate can be 
incrementally offset spatially; the main plate and outrigger have hooks (276); [Third 
Interpretation] main plate (30) has a larger base area than outrigger (32) in Figure 6; 
[Fourth Interpretation] Figure 12 shows at least 5 passages for receiving fastening 
elements in the outrigger (14). 

In regard to claims 33 and 34, Hearn discloses (Page 4, [0044]) that any number 
and combination of attachment members, such as hooks and bone screws, and release 
members, such as pins, U-shaped pins, and cam-members is apparent. 

Claims 1 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lin 
(US Patent 5,376,126). 

Lin discloses a system comprising a main plate (10) having a larger thickness 
than outrigger (40) with connection element (62) connecting them. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard R. Shaffer whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8683. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday during (7am-5pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eduardo Robert can be reached on 571-272-4719. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Richard Shaffer \ 
February 15 th , 2006 ^1 A X 



